Speaking of Things Pertaining to the Kingdom

He Came Preaching Repentance 
For the Remission of Sins

Luk 3:3-6 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

John the Baptist came saying “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Matthew 3:3 

Mat 3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Mat 3:3  For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Mark 1:2-4,

Repent to think differently or afterwards, that is, reconsider (morally to feel compunction): - repent.

John called the people to break with the past as a requirement to enter the Kingdom and escape the coming judgment.  He came to bring their attention to a shift of focus from what man must do for God to what God is doing for man. To get a better idea of what John was actually saying, let us first study Isaiah 40 to see what the prophet Esaias actually said.
Isa 40:1  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

Isa 40:2  Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare (battle, hardship) is accomplished (over), that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S hand double (a duplicate) for all her sins.
Comfort  To strengthen the mind when depressed or enfeebled; to console; to give new vigor to the spirits; to cheer, or relieve from depression, or trouble
Pardoned be pleased with; specifically to satisfy a debt: have favor, be acceptable, reconciled
Isa 40:3  The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Isa 40:4  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked (fraudulent) shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

John came to bring comfort to the people.  He came to tell them that their hopeless battle of fighting their own “iniquity” was over. 
 (Repent)  God will reveal His glory (provision).  He has prepared a way for man.  He himself will provide a way for man that will not fail.
Isa 40:5  And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 


Glory splendor, full supply
Man does not have the ability to order his own steps.  He is weak.  Those that put their confidence in God will be made strong.  He calls them by the greatness of His might.

Isa 40:26  Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness (abundance) of his might (ability, power, strength), for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. 

Isa 40:28  Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 

Isa 40:29  He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 

Isa 40:30  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 

Isa 40:31  But they that wait (become closely bound to, place one’s expectation in) upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

John was a fulfillment of the words of Esaias. 
Luk 3:3- And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;

Luk 3:5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 

Luk 3:6  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

The crooked will be made straight, the rough ways shall be made smooth, and you will change the way you think about God.  You will be set free (remission) from the sin issue that you can’t solve.  All flesh shall see (discern clearly, experience) the salvation (defense) of God.

Mat 3:6  And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 

What did they confess?  We don’t have what it takes to order our steps.  We have “missed the mark.”  We give up any confidence we have in ourselves and we are looking to you. 

Psa 40:17  But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God. 

Matthew 3:7-10 The Pharisees’ and Sadducees’ confidence was based in their family position.  But John said that every thing that was based on confidence in anything other than in God would come to nothing.  John 15:5 There is only one way to bear fruit.  God has to supply what the flesh lacks!
Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 


Taketh away/ purgeth: to make atonement for
Mat 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

John came to reveal the Word of truth (baptize with water) to bring about a change in the way that people saw God.  But, the word without a revelation from God has no power to change the heart of man.
Rom 7:18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 

The earth was destroyed once by water-but the threat of judgment does not have the power to change hearts.
Gen 8:21  And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 
It takes the Spirit to write on the heart and change man from the heart level.
2 Cor 3:6  Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
But, there is coming one after me who will write the words I am speaking to you on your heart and it will bring freedom.

Mat 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

Mat 3:12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
The “fire” represents the Word.
Jer 23:29  Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?
The Word alone will not set man free.  It has to be the “Spirit” revealed Word. 

John 3:2-5 The new creation is born of the Water (the Word John 15:3; Eph 5:26) and the Spirit.  Unless the word is accompanied by a revelation of the Spirit, it will produce death.

2Co 3:7  But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: 

2Co 3:8  How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 

2Co 3:9  For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 
2Co 3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
This can all be summed up in Psalms 40
Man knows that he has an issue with iniquity, but he is powerless to change his own heart!  
Psa 40:12  For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me. 

Psa 40:13  Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me. 

Psa 40:17  But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God. 

God understands the dilemma.

Psa 40:1 I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

Psa 40:2  He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. 

Psa 40:3  And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. 

Psa 40:4  Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 

Psa 40:5  Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered. 

God has given man the capacity to both “hear” and to “obey.”
Psalms 40:6 Amplified Sacrifice and offering You do not desire, nor have You delight in them; You have given me capacity to hear and obey {Your law a more valuable service than} burnt and sin offerings which you do not require.

Psalms 40:8 Amplified I delight to do your will (desire, pleasure,) O my God; yes, your law is written in my heart.
Philippians 2:13 Amplified {Not in your own strength} for it is God Who is all the while effectually at work in you-energizing and creating in you the power and desire –both to will and to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.
He does it by writing His law (his will, His pleasure) in our hearts through the work of the Holy Spirit.  That is what being “saved by grace” is all about.  Grace is literally the act of the Holy Spirit writing God’s Word upon our hearts in such a way that not only do we hear, but we also have the capacity to obey.

Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works….
It makes it a delight to walk with God!
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